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forward struggle between Right and Left, and die Left had
produced a manifesto of considerable direct appeal. The
Right leader was Senor Jose Maria Gil Robles, Fascist;
Don Miguel de Azana, Republican Left Liberal, was the
moving spirit of the democratic Left, though Largo Cabal-
lero was an almost equally popular figure.
In 1933 the Spanish electorate had numbered more than
thirteen millions, of whom more than half were women.
Now it was slightly larger. In 1933 many women voted,
and it is estimated that more of them took advantage of the
franchise in 1936. There were 987 candidates for 473 seats,
the chief groups being, approximately, as follows:
C.E.D.A......    190
Fascists.....    40
Monarchists ....    85
Centre.....    105
Socialists.....    120
Radicals.....    70
Communists ....    20
Each Province provides one deputy per 50,000 inhabi-
tants ; every town of more than 140,000 inhabitants is a
separate constituency. The voting age is 23, and the system
is a variant of the French system. A second ballot is held
to decide doubtful cases.
On i6th February the General Election took place
without any serious disturbance, notwithstanding the tense
atmosphere which prevailed everywhere in view of the
serious issues at stake. The results were as follows :
Left:       Socialists,  85 ;   Republican, Left, 75 ;   Republican
Union, 32 ; Catalan Esquerra, 20 ; Communists, 14 ;
Various, 30.
Total, 256.